Transtentorial Herniation by Louis A Finney MD and A Earl Walker MD pp ix+ 162 illustrated 70s Springfield, Ill.: Charles C Thomas Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 It is hard for the English reviewer of this American work to resist reacting against the fulsome blurb on its cover by stressing, with similar fervour, some of the book's imperfections. As in the standard university thesis, an orthodox review of the literature (in this case from 254 references) can be very tedious, and here we have a succession of confusing extracts from a literature abounding in contradictory opinions and theories to fit what are believed to be facts. Personal experience from Johns Hopkins Hospital is, however, recorded, but the recommendations at the end of the book are also controversial. Many neurosurgeons already practise much of what the blurb describes as the authors' 'unique plan', while others, no less aware of the problem posed by tentorial herniation, will have doubts about this method of solving it.
But it is good to see a timely reminder of the dangers of air injection and lumbar puncture when tentorial herniation threatens; and it is a pleasure to find that the correct adjective 'stuporous' recurs as an example to all Englishmen who have taken to talking about patients being 'stuporose'. The book is nicely produced and it is recommended reservedly to those interested in transtentorial herniation, bearing in mind that the price is £3 lOs.
Research in Burns
Proceedings of the First International Congress on Research in Burns, National Naval Medical Center, Bethesda, Md., September 19-22, 1960 edited by Curtis P Artz MD FACS pp xiii+422 illustrated 78s Washington, D.C.: American Institute of Biological Sciences Oxford: Blackwell Scientific Publications 1962 This collection of 64 papers represents the proceedings of the first meeting on the subject of bums with such a wide and distinguished range of participants. All aspects are considered, including general questions of incidence, pathology and prognosis, fluid, metabolic and serological changes, infection and both general and local treatment. The pros and cons of several recent controversies are given full scope, for instance the case for the importance of sludging as well as some of the objections, also the relative roles of saline and colloid therapies, and some further elucidation of their modes of action. The contributions on toxins and convalescent serum are highly international, with spokesmen from Russia, Czechoslovakia, Belgium and America. Good accounts are also given of the more mundane but no less important topics of local pathology, protein requirements, treatment of infection and grafting. Stimulating lines of thought are suggested on the mechanism and induction of diuresis, the importance of myocardial lesions, the possible role of the liver in blood volume regulation and the increased heat loss and hence metabolic rate caused by damage to the skin. This book brings together the latest views of most of the world's experts in this field, and anyone interested in the very wide range of problems raised by burns cannot fail to find something of interest. There are 14 main papers followed by well-edited summaries of subsequent discussions. The first chapters concern the classification and morphology of the toxoplasma and contain numerous electron micrographs of the parasite and its cysts. These are followed by papers on the epidemiological problems: those concerning the enormous range of potential hosts which include birds, most terrestrial mammals and even whales, possible modes of transmission to humans, and the worldwide distribution of the infection in man. Experimental toxoplasmosis, the general and ocular signs, clinical and pathological findings and the chemotherapy of the condition are surveyed. There is a particularly valuable section on the vexed question of laboratory diagnostic tests.
This symposium does much to clarify the present rather indefinite role that toxoplasmosis plays in the atiology of uveitis. A talented and well-balanced panel have had their ideas well presented to form a valuable contribution to the subject. This is a textbook of midwifery for pupil midwives which has now reached its fifth editionevidence of its success and popularity since it first appeared in 1940. Its aim is to provide the pupil midwife with a comprehensive guide which will enable her not only to satisfy the requirements of the examiners for the Central Midwives Board, but to act as a general guide in the practice of her profession. There has been one change in authorship, Mr Donald Fraser taking over from Mr Barton Gilbert.
Midwifery
The book fulfils its aim admirably; its clear, lucid style will appeal to its readers and it is remarkably up to date. Obviously it deals in outline with many topics which are beyond the scope of a midwife, such as ectopic gestation and hydatidiform mole, but a knowledge of these is essential in practice and a uniform balance of emphasis has been achieved.
There are a few small errors, e.g. 'per vaginem' on page 333, but on the whole the production of the book is excellent and the illustrations clear and to the point. The comparatively modest price, by modem standards, will appeal to the pockets of those for whom it is intended. This book can be thoroughly recommended.
Diseases of the Nervous System by Lord Brain DM(oxon) FRCP(London) 6thed ppx+879 illustrated 63s
London: Oxford University Press 1962 This is the sixth edition of Lord Brain's famous textbook to appear since 1933. In successive editions the volume has increased in size and this is the most comprehensive yet published. The increasing realization of the overlap between neurology and general medicine is fully reflected in this edition, the accounts of the neurology of hepatic failure and the collagen diseases, and of the neuromyopathies associated with carcinoma having been extensively revised. The chapters on the psychological aspects of neurology have always been among the best in this textbook and these also have been brought up to date. The production of the book is excellent, but some of the clinical illustrations are pleasantly nostalgic. This edition fully maintains the great reputation which this book has gained over the years. The preparation of these four volumes on clinical endocrinology by a single author is an astonishing tour de force in these days of specialization and multiple authorship. Dr Danowski of Pittsburg is well known as an endocrinoloeist and some of his contributions to the literature, especially in the thyroid field, have represented fundamental advances. He firmly believes that clinical medicine in the coming years will be largely chemical and endocrinological and he has reviewed the whole subject of endocrinology in these four volumes, documenting his findings extremely thoroughly. Indeed, some of the chapters have more pages devoted to references than to subject matter.
Clinical Endocrinology
The first volume is concerned with the pineal, hypothalamus, pituitary and gonads; this makes it the largest in the series and a remarkably useful work of reference. Each chapter is prefixed by an abstract which in a hundred words or less summarizes the main points. There follows a good review of the subject and finally a list of references to the literature which fortunately are given in full together with the titles of the articles. The second volume, devoted to the thyroid, is the most successful in the series and this is not surprising, knowing Danowski's own work. The basic physiology and biochemistry of the thyroid receives due notice, but the book is well weighted in favour of clinical aspects, although thyroiditis deserves a little more attention. The third volume concerns calcium metabolism, phosphorus, the parathyroids and bone and, in addition, there are good accounts of magnesium and calciferol.
The final volume is devoted to the adrenal and is probably the most useful volume on this organ at present available to the clinician. The author has reviewed extremely well the immense work being done in biochemical and biophysical aspects of adrenal function. The work is so well arranged and references to the literature so accessible that this and the other three volumes are essential in any library which includes endocrinology. The only criticism is that the endocrine functions of the pancreas have been omitted, apart from many cross references to this subject. Peripheral Vascular Diseases by Edgar V Allen BS MA MD MS in Medicine FACP Nelson W Barker BA MD MS in Medicine FACP and Edgar A Hines jr BS MA MD MS in Medicine FACP 3rded ppxx+1044 illustrated $18 £66s Philadelphia& London: WB Saunders 1962 The first edition of Allen, Barker & Hines was published in 1946. It was described by a British reviewer as a 'magnificent study of peripheral vascular disease' and indeed it would have been difficult to praise it too highly. It was written almost entirely by physicians, one of them, Dr Allen, now unfortunately dead. That edition is still valuable and, like Lewis's small masterpiece 'Vascular Disorders of the Limbs', worth a permanent place in the library of any student of the vascular systems if a copy can be obtained. The latest edition is a disaDDointment. It can hardlv be
